VERB TENSES EXERCISES
A   Put the verbs into the Past Simple or Continuous:

1. I (read) _______________ a book when he came in.

2. The sun (shine)_____________________ when he went out.

3. When you came in I (write) ________________________ .

4. I came in while he (write) _________________________.

5. It (rain) ____________________ this morning when I got up.

6. He (work) all day yesterday.

7. When I arrived at his house he still (sleep)______________________.

8. The boy jumped off the tram while it (move)_______________________.

9. The fire still (burn) _______________________ at six o’clock this morning.

10. He (walk) ___________________ across the bridge when his hat blew off.

B Put the verbs into the correct form, Past Continuous or Past Simple:

1. I (see) _________________ Sue in town yesterday but she (not/see) _________________ me. She (look) _____________________ the other way.

2. I (meet) _______________________ Tom and Ann at the airport a few weeks ago. We (have) ___________________ a chat while we (wait) _____________ for our flights. 

3. I (cycle) _____________________ home yesterday when suddenly a man (step) ________________________ out into the road in front of me. I (go) __________ quite fast but luckily I (manage) ________________________ to stop in time and (not/hit) _____________________ him.

4. I lit the fire at 6:00 and it (burn) ___________________ brightly when Tom came in at 7:00.

5. I (make) ___________________ a cake when the light went out. I had to finish it in the dark.

C.-Choose the correct alternative in the sentences. Present Perfect , Past Perfect , Past Simple

1
I was finishing / finished the course last December.

2
Has he been studying / Did he study French since he was a child?

3
By the time we got to the party, most people went / had gone home.

4
Have you ever tried / did you ever try Japanese food?

5
Simon was doing / did the washing-up when someone rang the doorbell. 

A   Put the verbs into the Past Simple or Continuous:

11. I (read) _______________ a book when he came in.

12. The sun (shine)_____________________ when he went out.

13. When you came in I (write) ________________________ .

14. I came in while he (write) _________________________.

15. It (rain) ____________________ this morning when I got up.

16. He (work) all day yesterday.

17. When I arrived at his house he still (sleep)______________________.

18. The boy jumped off the tram while it (move)_______________________.

19. The fire still (burn) _______________________ at six o’clock this morning.

20. He (walk) ___________________ across the bridge when his hat blew off.

Solutions:

1. I was reading a book when he came in.

2. The sun was  shining when he went out.

3. When you came in I was writing.

4. I came in while he was writing.

5. It was raining this morning when I got up.

6. He was working all day yesterday.

7. When I arrived at his house he was still sleeping. (Attention: word order!)

8. The boy jumped off the tram while it was moving.

9. The fire was still burning at six o’clock this morning. (Attention: word order!)

10. He was walking across the bridge when his hat blew off.

B Put the verbs into the correct form, Past Continuous or Past Simple:

6. I (see) _________________ Sue in town yesterday but she (not/see) _________________ me. She (look) _____________________ the other way.

7. I (meet) _______________________ Tom and Ann at the airport a few weeks ago. We (have) ___________________ a chat while we (wait) _____________ for our flights. 

8. I (cycle) _____________________ home yesterday when suddenly a man (step) ________________________ out into the road in front of me. I (go) __________ quite fast but luckily I (manage) ________________________ to stop in time and (not/hit) _____________________ him.

9. I lit the fire at 6:00 and it (burn) ___________________ brightly when Tom came in at 7:00.

10. I (make) ___________________ a cake when the light went out. I had to finish it in the dark.

Solutions:

1. I saw Sue in town yesterday but she did not see me. She was looking the other way.

2. I met Tom and Ann at the airport a few weeks ago. We were having a chat while we were waiting for our flights. 

3. I was cycling  home yesterday when suddenly a man stepped  out into the road in front of me. I was going quite fast but luckily I managed to stop in time and did not hit him.

4. I lit the fire at 6:00 and it was burning brightly when Tom came in at 7:00.

5. I was making a cake when the light went out. I had to finish it in the dark.
C.-Choose the correct alternative in the sentences.

1
I was finishing / finished the course last December..

2
Has he been studying / Did he study French since he was a child?

3
By the time we got to the party, most people went / had gone home.

4
Have you ever tried / did you ever try Japanese food?

5
Simon was doing / did the washing-up when someone rang the doorbell. 

Solutions:

1
I was finishing / finished the course last December.

2
Has he been studying / Did he study French since he was a child?

3
By the time we got to the party, most people went / had gone home.

4
Have you ever tried / did you ever try Japanese food?

5
Simon was doing / did the washing-up when someone rang the doorbell. 

Has he been studying / Did he study French when  he was a child?

 Have you ever tried / did you ever try Japanese food when you visited your aunt in Tokyo?

Simon was doing / did the washing-up after  we all left.
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